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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-35 (canceled) 

Claim 36 (cun'ently amended): A method for a player to play a casino bonus game^ 

the player placing a wager to play a gaming machine containing the casino bonus game, the 

method comprising: 

randomly entering the casino bonus game from olav of the gaming machine, 
randomly displaying on a display in the casino bonus game a compound hidden 

pattern, the compound hidden pattern uncovered with a minimum number of player inputs 

based on optimum optimal strategy, 

receiving #ie player inputs from the player during play of the casino bonus game 

to uncover the compound hidden pattern, the received inputs from the player limited to a given 

number, 

after each received Input, displaying whether a part of the compound hidden 
pattern is uncovered, 

based on the aforesaid part of the compound hidden pattern displayed Qof]] M the 
afor e sa i d display, using strategy by the player to provide the next player input, 

awarding [[an]] a bonus amount to the player based on the number of received 
Inputs used to uncover the compound hidden pattern, the largest bonug amount awarded to the 
player occuning with the minimum number of received inputs from the player using said optimal 
strategy to uncover the compound hidden pattern, the smallest bonus amount awarded to the 
player occumng with the given number of received inputs from the player to uncover the 
compound hidden pattern, 

ending the casino bonus game in response to awarding the bonus amount. 

Claims 37-38 (canceled) 

-2- 



PA6E4f12* RCVD AT 2/1/2005 3:19:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3' DNIS:8728306 ' CSID:303 333 1470 ' DURATION (nitn'SS):03'28 



FEB. 1.2005 .2:18PM^ DORR CARSON SLOAN & BIRNEY PC 



NO. 5472 P. 5 



Claim 39 (currently amended): The method of claim 36 wherein the largest bonus 
amount awarded is a progressive jaclcpot. 

Claim 40 (cunrently amended): The method of claim 36 wherein the bonus amount 
awarded is a free game. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): A method for a player to play a casino bonus game^ 
the player placing a waaer to plav a aamlna machine containing the casino bonus game, the 
method comprising: 

randomly entering the casino bonus game from olav of the oamino machine. 

randomly displaying on a display in the casino bonus game a compound hidden 
pattern, the compound hidden pattem uncovered with a minimum number of player inputs 
based on opt i mum optimal strategy, 

receiving the player inputs from the player during play of the casino bonus game 
to uncover the compound hidden pattern^ the received inputs from the player limited to a given 
number. 

after each received input, displaying whether atl-eF a part of the compound hidden 
pattem is uncovered, 

based on the aforesaid part of the compound hidden pattem displayed [[of]] jn the 
aforesaid display, using strategy by the player to provide the next player input, 

awarding [[an]] a bonus amount to the player in a range of amounts, the largest 
bonus amount in the range awarded when the minimum number of received inputs from the 
player uncovers the compound hidden pattem, the smallest bonus amount In the range awarded 
when the given number of received inputs from the player uncovers the compound hidden 
pattem, the player with optimum said optimal strategy uncovering the compound hidden pattem 
using the least minimum number of received Inputs. 

Claim 42 (currently amended): The method of claim 41 wherein the largest bonus 
amount is a progressive jacl<pot: 
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Claim 43 (currently amended): The method of claim 41 wherein the bonus amount 
awarded is a free game. 

Claims 44^5 (canceled) 

Claim 46 (currently amended): The method of dalm 41 further comprising: 

ending the casino tx)nus game when the given number of received player inputs 
occurs without the player uncov e rs uncovering the compound hidden pattern. 

Claim 47 (currently amended): The method of daim 41 further comprising: 

entering play of the casino bonus game from [[aD ttie gaming machine before 
receiving player inputs from the player. 

Claim 48 (canceled) 

Claim 49 (curently amended): The casino game of claim 41 further comprising: 

playing another casino bonus game only when the compound hidden pattern is 
uncovered by the player in the casino bonus game. 

Claim 50 (cun-ently amended): The method of daim 49 further comprising: 
always awarding the player in the play of the other casino bonus game. 

Claim 51 (currently amended): The method of claim 49 further comprising: 

ending the casino bonus game after play of the other casino bonus game ends. 

Claim 52 (cunnently amended): A strategy-based casino bonus game method for a 
player of a gaming machine , the plaver pladno a waoer to olav the caming machine, the 
method comprising: 

randomlv entering the strategy-based casino bonus game from plav of the 
und e riving casino qamo aamino machin e- 
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playing the strategy-based casino bonus game in at most a given number of 

player inputs. 

prior to receiving a next player input, displaying whether a successful game result 
is obtained in the strategy-based casino game for a prior player input, 

awarding at least one bonus award to the player for each successful game result 
during play of the strategy-based casino bonus game, play of the strategy-based casino bonus 
game having on overall game solution with a least number of received inputs when the player 
uses optimal strategy, 

ending the strategy-based casino bonus game when the given number of player 
inputs have occurred without obtaining an overall game so l ut i on ; solution. 

award i ng tho ployor based on the number of play e r i nputs used to obtain the 
overa l l gamo colution. 



Claim 53 (previously presented): The method of claim 52 further comprising: 
awarding the player when entering the casino bonus game. 



Claim 54 (cunently amended): The method of claim 52 in which awarding the player 
when the overall game feeult solution is obtained further at least comprises: 
playing a game, 

awarding the player in the game. 



Claim 55 (cunrently amended): A strateov-based casino bonus game method for a 
player of a gaming machin e, the plaver Placing a waaer to olav the gaming machine, th^ 
method comprising: 

randomly entering the strateov-based casino t>onus game from plav of the 
underlying cocino gamo gaming machine , the casino bonus game having a solution, 

awarding the player a first bonus award when entering the stnateoy-based casino 

bonus game, 

playing [[a]] the strategy-based bonus game in a given number of player inputs, 
prior to receiving a next player input, displaying whether a successful game result 
is obtained in the strategy-based casino bonus game for a prior player Input, 
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awarding at least one second bonus award to the player fbr obtaining the solution 
during play of the strategy-based bonus game, play of the strategy-based casino bonus game 
having [[an]] the overall game solution v^h a least number of received inputs when the player 
uses optimal strategy, 

ending the strategy-based casino bonus game when the given number of player 
inputs have occurred without obtaining the solutfon, 

playing a second casino bonus ganr^e when the solution is obtained by the player 
in the strategy-based t)onu$ game. 

Claim 56 (previously presented): The method of daim 55 further comprising: 

awarding the player based on the number of player inputs used to obtain the 

solution. 

Claim 57 (previously presented): The method of claim 56 wherein the solution 
comprises a plurality of individual hidden patterns. 

Claim 58 (previously presented): The method of claim 57 further comprises awarding 
the player for uncovering each individual hidden pattern. 
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